Synopsis
of the documents contained in this
Report of Air Force Aircraft Accident

  On Nov. 30, 1950, Air Force Capt. Maurice K. Langberg was one of two Air Force Pilots killed in a mid-air collision during an aerial gunnery mission, called “Flight Able,” out of  Nellis Air Force Base, Las Vegas, NV. The training mission involved pilots of F-80A jets – the first jet aircraft used by the United States Air Force, developed by Lockheed.

  Capt. Langberg was “Able 4” – the number 4 pilot participating in this training mission. His first pass at the target was misjudged and he ended up following the target towed by “Able” tow ship – another of the jets.
  The flight “Able Leader” jet was flown by Capt. Dwight  E. Wilkes, the gunnery instructor for this mission. Investigators determined that Capt. Wilkes assumed Capt. Langberg had cleared the target and did not have Langberg’s jet in site when he began his attack. Capt. Wilkes jet struck Capt. Langberg’s jet at 12,000 feet 25 miles northeast of Indian Springs, NV, at 6:40 a.m. PST – 20 minutes after the mission began.
  Though a seasoned fighter pilot of a Spitfire aircraft during World War II, Capt. Langberg’s experience in the F-80 jet was extremely limited and he was in a trainee status at the time of the accident.
   The report states:

  “Although Able Four’s fighter experience was rather limited, and having not flown this type of aircraft before being assigned to this base, the pilot adapted himself exceptionally well to this type of training and his ability was far above the average combat crew trainee.”

 The investigation concluded that: “The lead pilot’s failure to keep track of his flight during the gunnery pattern was considered the primary cause of the accident.”
  Upon impact, the engine and tail separated from the jet flown by Capt. Wilkes and it burst into flames.

  Upon impact, the right wing of the jet flown by Capt. Langberg was sheared off a few feet from the fuselage which was intact while spinning in a “tight barrel roll” until it hit the ground. .
  Investigators believe Capt. Langberg attempted to bail out of the jet before it crashed on the ground. His safety belt was unfastened and not broken. His jet was not equipped with an ejection seat and he was killed upon explosive impact with the ground.
 After this crash, investigators recommended “all fighter type aircraft be equipped with ejection type canopy and seat or grounded.”

--------------------------------------
Maurice Kurt Langberg was born March 24, 1917 or 1918 (this reports states 1918, but his tombstone in Jensen Beach states 1917). He was from Jensen Beach, FL
Dwight Everett Wilkes was born April 21, 1928. He was from Crocker, Missouri.







